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man a service of 300,000 francs. (Laughter.) When
the time of settlement arrived, Arton brought me the
request of M. Floquet, which referred to payments to
be made to newspapers. But as I did not wish to
exceed 300,000 francs, I remember having said to him,
* I will send you the bonds with the letter F in the
corner, and when we have reached the 300,000 francs,
you will put a stop to further expenditure.' (Loud
and prolonged laughter.)
Witness added that this took place before the voting
on the Panama Bill. The Court then adjourned.
The trial, which produced many sensational episodes
reflected in stormy scenes in the Chamber of Deputies,
continued for twelve days. The last five were occupied
mainly with the speeches of defending Counsel. As in
the previous trial Maitre Barboux acted for M. Charles
de Lesseps. He urged that there was no proof of inten-
tion to corrupt anybody. He blamed political condi-
tions for all that had taken place. " Politics devoured
both men and millions. When a party was in power,
it took the money which it needed to defend its ideas,
and sometimes to enrich its supporters." Towards the
close of an eloquent and moving address he passed a
high eulogium upon Count Ferdinand and M. Charles
de Lesseps. " He demanded, in conclusion, a verdict
which should do justice to an honourable man, restore
the fame of an illustrious name, and compensate the
country for the prestige which she had lost in accusing
one of her noblest children, and subjecting him to
undeserved insult."
When Counsel for each of the defendants had spoken
the prisoners were asked whether they had anything to